
She was the saddest dog I’d ever seen. 

Esmerelda had survived for years on the streets of Istanbul. Marred by old scars, she was weak  
and malnourished, her dull coat falling out in tufts. Even though she wasn’t a purebred Golden, 
RAGOM accepted her, and we took shy Esmerelda off the street. She trembled for the entire  
first day. Blood tests failed to identify a cause for her chronic anemia, but in time, the vet deemed 
her well enough to travel. When she arrived in Minnesota, her coat was softer and healthier,  
and she’d put on much-needed weight. But Esmerelda remained dispirited. Something was missing.

I first saw Dickie lying on cobblestones in the small town where he’d been abandoned 18 months 
earlier. Though sympathetic strangers had provided food and water, he’d had no veterinary care. 
X-rays revealed that Dickie had been suffering for months from a hernia. He’d managed to survive 
street life so far, but just getting by had not been enough.

Sully was living by a major intersection outside of Istanbul. He had been neutered and vaccinated by the local 
municipality, then—as is common when shelters are full—he was put back on the street. Sully was healthy  

and free, and yet, something was missing.

In a quaint coastal village, Ariel had found a safe place in an alley among 
kindly shopkeepers who provided for her. But when they learned  

we could rehome her in America, they tearfully 
consented. They knew even a life under 

the Aegean sun—a comfortable 
life with adequate food, water, shelter and care—wasn’t enough. 

Most dogs crave human companionship—it’s a trait bred into  
their DNA. But perhaps no breed feels this yearning more deeply 

than people-pleasing Golden Retrievers. To date, more than 500 
“Turkey dogs” have been transported and rehomed by U.S. 

rescues. And there are many more to come.

Here, they discover what they’d lacked on the street.  
It’s what puts the shine in their eyes and the grin on their 

face. It allows them to shrug the tension from their 
shoulders and fully relax into a deep sleep  
every night. It gives them an agenda beyond 
mere survival.

It’s love. Attention. Nurturing. Safety. Stability. 

It’s being the center of someone’s world.  
It’s finally being home.

Devon Thomas Treadwell 
Editor, 2017 RAGOM Calendar
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Devon Thomas Treadwell spent two weeks in Turkey helping local volunteers  
save a number of dogs for RAGOM and other U.S. rescues.
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