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If you are in charge of ensuring the safety of 
athletes and spectators at sporting events, you 
may have to make some hard decisions about 
delays in practice and play when dark or stormy 
clouds start rolling in.

Severe weather, including lightning, high winds, heavy rain, or extreme heat, threatens the 
safety of those at the event, disrupts the schedule, and negatively impacts the experiences  
of all involved.

And if it seems like weather delays and cancellations have increased in recent years, you’re 
right. Over the past 50 years, much of the world has experienced an increase in heavy 
downpours, longer and more intense heat waves, frequent droughts and floods, more 
hurricanes, and more extreme winter storms.
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10 years Rated the most 
accurate for

in an independent   
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In addition to approaching storms, athletic trainers 
now have a better awareness of how heat and 
humidity can harm athletes and are modifying 
practices accordingly.

Ultimately, the decision of whether to delay or 
cancel a practice, game, or event must be made with 
the best information available at the time. That’s 
why it’s critical to equip your organization with a 
comprehensive weather monitoring system that 
includes advanced forecasting technologies and 
access to an expert meteorologist.

WEATHER MANAGEMENT TOOLS FOR FAN 
AND ATHLETE PROTECTION

DTN offers a complete solution for addressing the 
sports and recreation industry’s weather challenges. 
Delivered to a desktop computer or mobile iPhone® 
or Android® device, WeatherSentry® Sports Edition 
provides critical weather information for athletic 
trainers and event decision makers, enabling you to:

Respond appropriately to approaching lightning
Access to real-time lightning information is critical. 
Internet websites often don’t update frequently 
enough — sometimes only every 10 or 15 minutes — 
which can provide you with a false sense of security 
or danger. And using the “flash-to-bang” method is 
unscientific and unreliable, as lightning can strike as 
far as 10 miles away from the parent storm. But with 
DTN’s advanced lightning tracking technology, you 
can make early decisions, resulting in safer events 
with fewer interruptions.

Put a weather expert                 
on your team
And DTN is the right weather service to have on 
your team. Our 35 years of experience has led to 
a temperature and precipitation forecast accuracy 
rated #1 for ten years straight. Staffed by 50 
experienced meteorologists, DTN’s meteorological 
operations center provides expert consultation to 
our customers on a 24-hour basis. In short, no other 
weather services company is better qualified to help 
you manage practice and play, at home or away.
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With WeatherSentry Sports Edition, you can monitor 
lightning as it approaches your area, as well as set up 
custom advisory and warning zones for your location 
for automatic alerts. No need to constantly monitor 
the danger — this tool does it for you. GPS-based 
alerts to your WeatherSentry app notify you of the 
situation for your actual position.

Lightning Manager® sounds an alarm when a strike 
occurs inside your designated zones of protection, 
helping you to provide a higher level of safety for 
your athletes, coaches, and spectators. An all-clear 
notification can be set up to let you know when the 
danger has passed, and a countdown is included to 
show you when that notification will likely occur.

Protect players from heat
In extreme heat and high humidity, evaporation 
slows and the body must work extra hard to maintain 
a normal temperature. When an athlete is exposed 
to high temperatures — especially when dehydrated 
— the body’s temperature control system can fail, 
resulting in potentially fatal heat stroke.

Even with immediate treatment, heat-related illness 
can have long-term effects, including damage to the 
liver, kidney, muscle or heart.

The risk is especially high for athletes engaged in 
physical activity. But you can better protect them 
during high heat stress conditions with DTN’s 
exclusive wet bulb globe observations, forecasts, 
and alerts. This information helps you meet NATA, 
NCAA, OSHA and other industry safety protocols.

Wet bulb globe temperature is a composite 
temperature indicator used to determine the 
true effect of hot weather on people. It is a more 
comprehensive and reliable measure of the impact 
on the human body than the heat index or ‘feels-like 
factor’ — which reflects just air temperature and 
relative humidity, and is also measured in the shade.

Wet bulb globe forecasts are available at hourly and 
daily intervals, along with current observations. You 
can even get notifications for each level of concern, as 
well as an all-clear alert for when conditions improve.

Know when precipitation will start and stop
Our patented PrecipTimer® technology lets you 
know when rain, snow, and ice will start and how 
long it will last by providing location-based start and 
stop times. Alarms can be set for light, moderate, or 
heavy precipitation to give you advance warning so 
you can take proactive action during day-to-day play 
or high-profile events.
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Get active weather alerts
WeatherSentry’s Alert Manager® notifies you of 
significant weather changes. Set custom audio or 
visual alarms for temperature, wind, and other critical 
parameters — as well as National Weather Service 
(NWS) watches, warnings, or advisories. Key weather 
alerts and warnings can also be delivered directly 
to an unlimited number of users anywhere via cell 
phone with our simple set-up for critical weather 
updates.

Collect data from your own playing field
For the most precise possible forecast and alerts, 
gather data with your own weather sensors using 
DTN’s compact weather station. The information 
you collect can be used immediately in any of your 
applications. Installation is simple, and data can be 
transmitted via Ethernet or cell signal. Knowing what 
the weather will bring means the ultimate home field 
advantage.

Improve turf maintenance schedules
Know when to spray, paint, and mow and when to 
send crews home. Our highly rated precipitation 
forecasts will help you avoid lost chemical 
applications and wasted labor costs by letting you 
know when rain will impact your course and how 
long it will last.

Consult with experienced meteorologists
With WeatherSentry Online Sports Edition, you can 
access our team of knowledgeable meteorologists 
online from your computer or on your mobile device 
anywhere you go. Ask a question and receive a 
detailed answer. Plus, you can see what’s on the 
mind of your industry peers by viewing other 
questions and answers.

Dedicated forecasting services can be added 
to further assist logistical preparation and 
go/no-go decisions for high-profile events, 
games, or races. This direct, 24/7 access to our 
forecasting center provides invaluable insight 
to further mitigate risk. For major events our 
meteorologists can even be on site.

With extreme weather events occurring more 
frequently — a trend that is expected to 
continue — the responsibility of ensuring player 
and public safety at outdoor games and venues 
will become even more challenging. Although 
delaying or canceling a sporting event is never 
a popular or happy decision, with the right tools 
and support, you can be confident that your 
decision was the right one.
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